Smaller left kidney in low birth weight children To the Editor: We read with interest the meta-analysis performed by Schreuder 1 demonstrating that renal malformations are more frequently found on the left side.
The Author Replies: I thank Dr Simonetti and Dr Mohaupt for presenting yet another example of difference between the left and right kidney; 1 a more subtle difference than the categories of congenital anomalies of the kidney and urinary tract that I described.
2 Indeed, their data show that being born with a low birth weight reduces the size of the left kidney, a side-dependent effect that has not been evaluated consistently but has been reported previously.
3
It is unknown whether this difference in size is accompanied by a difference in nephron numbers or renal function between the sides. Most stereological, i.e., gold standard, studies into the number of nephrons in man have been performed using the right kidney predominantly. 
